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Editor's Note 



Dear Readers, 



.: 






Ok, seriously. This is my favorite issue so far. 
We have a fabulous new section, "In Film", which is 
extremely interesting. I'm really looking forward to 
reading more articles and reviews in the independent 
film scene. The featured article, CANCER, is abso- 
lutely touching, written in a whirlwind of emotion. . . I 
was crying by the time I'd finished reading it. And 
how cool would it be to have a comic strip character 
created in your own likeness, as Femcenobite has? 
There's also a great article about internet download- 
ing, wonderful poetry, an inside look at the 
"weirdness" of Merced and the central volley, and 
don't forget to check out Miss Twilight's luoul 

You may have noticed that this issue is dated 
June Part II. We decided that since each issue is re- 
leased on the 1st of each month anyway, it is a little 
pointless to date them so far ahead. It was just too 
difficult putting in show information, fundraisers and 
events two months in advancel This will make it much 
easier for everybody. 

The response to the 'zine has been tremendous, 
as are the submissions. We got our first letter in our 
snailbox at the post office (see page 36). We had 

quite a few donations Every little bit helps to 

keep the zine going. Thank you!!! 

-Cherry Cruz 
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Opinions/Views 

often. RESPECT. HAVE SOME! 
For yourself and for others. 

Oh and another thing... 
if you thieves want a Hondo H 
symbol soooooo bad, go to the 
Merced Honda dealership and 
buy one of your own for 
$19.00. I know it's not as bad 
ass as stealing one or as cool to 
you but at least you won't risk 
eiding up in jail. 



-A. Dubois 



Dear A. Dubois, 

Yikes! I hope you're feeling 
better after getting all that out. 
I'm really sorry that happened 
to you... twice. That really 
sucks. For lack of anything else 
to say, I'll just leave it at that. 

-Cherry 



other act of vandalism. It is up 
to us [in] Merced to take care of 
each other. Don't let thieves or 
vandals waste your money; this 
causes your insurance costs and 
possibly taxes to go up. All you 
have to do is pick up the phone 
and report what you see. ft may 
start with something as small as 
a decoration on my car or yours 
bet when they get away with 
that who knows what crime will 
be next and it will jest go on 
from there, ft all boils down to 
that word that means nothing 
to so many, but is said aloud 



Ms. Consumer Says. . . (° ne My* °p |nlon ° n ■*•** •» tr v) 

Alright, for this month's the sack, it's olso a very 

product analysis we're get- sexy moisturizer you 

ting' intimate... okay not can use every day after 

really, but the product I the shower. I recom- 

tried out is a bit on the mend only using it on 

personal side. This month's dry skin, like legs and 

pick is the Yulva Vixen Inti- elbows. It contains in- 

mate Massage Oil. /Yeah, I gredients such as cumin, 

know, the first thing you cinnamon and ylang 

think about when you hear ylang in a grapeseed oil 

the words "massage oil" is base. It costs $13.50 for an their "boobtique" 

sex. However, although 8 oz bottle, and you can yes, I said boobtique. 

this product is nice for find it at bust.com. Click on Jen Stee | e 

those fabulous unions in the link that takes you to 




Vulva Vixen Intimate Massage Oil 
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Opinions/Views 
<£ Ask the Editor ($ 



Dear Editor- 

I htar a lot of people talk- 
ing about "Respect" & boing 
diirotpoctod. If that it so im- 
portant to so many than I sug- 
gest certain pooplo should 
practice what they preach and 
Respect the property of oth- 
ers. To the taggers and the 
vandals out there: Stop 
throwing this word "Respect" 
around like it means some- 
thing to you. 

Why am I saying all this? 
My car was vandalized and 
I'm extremely angry about it. 
Put it this way I worked hard 
scrimping and saving up to 
buy my very 1 s* brand new car 
and the first day I picked it up 
from the dealer ship, shiny and 
new, I was so very proud of 
what all my hard work had ac- 
complished. It was an accom- 
plishment and [I] did this all on 
my own. Well, guess what? I'm 
a Honda owner and unbe- 
knownst to me I became a tar- 
get for petty thieves. Not six 
months after I had the car, some 
inconsiderate, low life thug 
decided that the H symbol on 
the hood of my car was theirs 
for the taking, so they pried it 
off the hflpi of my brand new 
car. I was outraged. I was also 
more financially burdened be- 



cause of this as well. It was a 
$19.00 part at the dealership 
but ended up being around 
$80.00 with labor to have it put 
back on because they had to 
remove the grill. Plus most of us 
can barely make our car pay- 
ments as it isl So, to the thief: 




Thanks a lot you jerk! I also 
moved out of downtown Merced 
because of this, which cost me 
more money in rent and moving 
expenses. I have since gotten 
over the experience. Until re- 
cently. 

I left work, got home and 
went to get something out of 
my trunk and guess what? 
Someone had helped themselves 
to the H symbol on my trunk 
and scratched up my paint in the 
process. When I called the Police 
Department they said this was a 
popular thing for a gang in 
Merced called "Homeboys Only". 



They take those symbols and 
glue them to the dash inside 
their car as extra decora- 
tions for their car. They also 
said this is a common occur- 
rence. When I called Merced 
Honda to get a replacement 
part they said, "Oh yeah, 
this happens all the time." 
The Merced Mall said it hap- 
pens all the time in the 
parking lot. Every time I'm 
in a parking lot I notice 
many Honda vehicles with 
their H symbol missing too, 
thanks to some thief who 
thinks they are FREE. 

Now my question to the 
community of Merced is that 
if this Is such a common 
occurrence and it happens all 
the time then WHY ISN'T 
ANYONE DOING SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT AND WHY AM I 
THE ONLY ONE WHO SEEMS 
TO FEEL OUTRAGED!!! If you 
feel the same way and you 
see someone hanging around 
a car in a parking lot call the 
police; most people have cell 
phones now. Say hello. This 
lets them know they hove 
been seen without endanger- 
ing yourself. Do something 
because you never know 
when you could become the 
victim of this crime or any 



CANCER 

Now that I look back, 
trying to recall dates and 
times, my memory fails me. I 
have no trouble remembering 
the d6cor of the room we sat 
in, as she told me. Nor do I 
have any difficulty in describ- 
ing the view from the sliding 
gloss door, overlooking Rub- 
bermaid patio furniture and 
her overgrown garden. I re- 
member the weather. The 
quiver in her voice. The si- 
lence. I remember gasping for 
air and grasping for the right 
words to soy, to prove her 
wrong. To make what she had 
said untrue. 

"I have a lump in my 
breast." The words, clear as 



day, burned into my memory. 
And the right thing to say, the 
right word or phrase, magic 
spell or prayer, that would 
make this go away, failed me. 
And dates and times, they 
became the irrelevant details. 
Seconds were hours. Waiting. 
Days were weeks. Waiting. 
Hoping. Waiting. And when 
the waiting was done, the right 
words went unspoken. 

As children, we be- 
lieve. Without question, with- 
out doubt, we believe. In God, 
in the Boogie Man, in our par- 
ents' invincibility, but as we 
grow old, our faith becomes 
less and less unwavering. We 
question God (whatever god), 



we come to realize the Boogie 
Man is nothing more than a 
shadow in our closet, and our 
parents- our parents are not 
the indestructible, untouchable 
superheroes, we had once 
believed they were. 

Cancer. 

C-A-N-C-E-R. 

The word itself does- 
n't strike fear into your heart, 
does it? 

Cancer- a malignant 
tumor // the disease caused by 
such a tumor. 

The definition. It's 
not so awful. It doesn't bring 

(Continued on page 4) 




On the coven 

Convergence 9 in Las Vegas. 
Femcenobite, wearing on AMF 
Korset, gauntlets, and a neck 
corset. 



See Femcenobite's inter- 
view and more photos on page 



c 
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(Continued from page 3) 

tears to your eyes, does it? 

The reality. The 
reality. The reality. 

The reality is hospi- 
tals. Waiting rooms. Sterile 
environments. The reality is 
biopsies. Mastectomies. A 
tube draining fluid from the 
fold of skin that was once your 
mother's breast. The reality is 
chemotherapy. Radiation 
treatments. Showering a 
woman, who at one time, sin- 
gle-handedly, balanced a ca- 
reer, two kids, and college. 
The reality is shaving your 
mother's head in a preemptive 
effort to beat cancer to the 
punch. It's cleaning vomit 
from the bucket by her bed. 
It's insomnia. It's lying in bed, 
waiting. It's watching her die 
everyday, over and over 
again. It's seeing the strong- 
est person in your life lose 
hope and nearly give up, give 
in, and let go, daily. It's being 
"the rock" when all you want 
to do is fall apart. 

The reality is a 
fucking nightmare. 

Several years ago, 
my mother was diagnosed 



In Short 



with breast cancer. Prior to 
her diagnosis, I had read 
about it, I had seen Lifetime 
movies about women who 
struggled with it, I had heard 
about how it completely 
changes a family's existence, 
ond these stories moved me 
but had no actual effect on me. 
So, I am very aware of how 
unfruitful my efforts in chang- 
ing your perception of cancer 
would be. I cannot hope to 
make anyone understand. 
Luckily, this is not my inten- 
tion. My intention is a selfish 
one. I cannot hold onto this. 
My mother's cancer has be- 
come my own. I can think of 
little else. My thoughts are 
overrun by fear and anxieties 
concerning her health. This 
isn't some made for T.V. 
movie. This is my mom. 

So, she was diag- 
nosed. It may have been four 
years ago. I had just moved 
back home, after my marriage 
had failed. She lost her job 
and was forced to deal with 
the lump, which she had 
known about for quite some- 
time. After a mammogram, 
her general physician decided 
surgery was necessary. A 



biopsy (the examination of 
tissue taken from the living 
body-her breast) was per- 
formed. Test results con- 
cluded. It was cancer. CAN- 
CEL 

This led her oncolo- 
gist (cancer specialist) to pre- 
scribe a partial mastectomy 
(removal of the affected 
breast). 

I cannot imagine 
what she must have felt. Of 
course, she had the choice of 
whether she would have the 
surgery or not. But when it 
comes down to LIFE or BREAST, 
the choice must be life. Still, 
the decision was not an easy 
one. I was witness to her 
attempts to prepare herself 
for the amputation. But how 
can you prepare yourself for 
that? Losing a part of your 
body. Day in, day out, it's 
been there and tomorrow, it 
will be gone. I watched her 
cry. I held her hand. I told her 
everything would be ok. Who 
needs a breast anyway? It's 
not an appendage thot we use 
for any specific purpose be- 
yond breastfeeding. It isn't on 
arm or a leg. The removal of 
the breast will not leave a 
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of what is given. Many of us, as human beings, give everyday to each other. We keep 
giving not for recognition, but because the gift is worth giving, and having. 
I know that there are things we need to do, all of us together to ensure that everyone's 
work and gifts are embraced and supported, and Genevieve's article was part of that. 
She is already using the art of writing to make a difference, and to give. Thank you, 
Gen. You are important and I support you! 

I'll try to send you info when I know of dance performances, so you can post them in 
the zine, if you want to. There is magic out there to discover and expand our celebra- 
tion of human beings. 

Sincerely, 

Kirsten Raven 

a ^nf irmed Shows for _tlie Month of June 

Friday, June 6th 2003 *The Puffin Billies/ The Jabronskis* At the Mainzer 
Theater, Merced CA* $7.00 * All Ages * Doors at 8:30pm* Shows at 9pm* Drink 
w/ID* 

Thursday, June 1 2th 2003 * *New Bethel/ The Like Young/ TBA* At the Mainzer Theater, 
Merced CA* $7.00* All Ages 'Doors at 8pm* Shows at 8:30pm* Drinks w/ID* 

Saturday, June 14 2003 *Jaglet *At Trails End, Merced CA* $2.00* 21 & over* 9pm 

Friday, June 20 2003 *Deriva/ Boxing/ Broken October* At the Mainzer Theater, Merced CA< 
$7.00* All Ages *Doors at 8:30pm* Shows at 9pm* Drinks w/ID* 



Friday, June 27th 2003 * The Decemberists/ Norfolk & Western/ Tracker* At the Mainzer 
Theater, Merced CA* $7.00* All Ages* Doors at 8:30pm* Shows at 9pm* Drinks w/ID* 

Saturday, June 14 2003 *Deerhoof/ llya/ El Olio Wolof* At the Mainzer Theater, Merced CA 
* $7.00 * All Ages * Doors ot 8.00pm* Shows at 9pm* Drinks w/ID* 
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Letter to Period. 



Dear Period, 

First of all, congratulations on producing such an articulate, interesting publication! It is 
needed and I was so happy to see all of what was included in the issue I saw, Issue 2. 1 
can't wait to read the issues that will follow! 

I'm writing in response to your article "Carrying the Dream" written by Genevieve. I 
completely agree that we need to see more women in different scenes and to hear their 
voices and celebrate their creations! 

Her article made me think (Yay! No doubt the outcome she wanted?!) 
And in all the talk about art and women in the arts, there has never been a mention of 
dance. I wonder why this is, when dance is one art that seems to be predominantly (at 
least in our area) participated in and performed by women. 

I know, maybe because of the body image issue? Most people, when they think of danc- 
ers, they think of a skinny girl wearing a leotard and tights. Like some other misconcep- 
tions associated with women and their creativity, this is completely false. Especially in 
modern dance, all bodies and body types are celebrated in many incredible ways. Also, 
the dance studio is a place where girls are told you can do it, you are beautiful inside 
and out, you are strong and smart, you have something to give that is valuable, use it 
and make it part of you! 

I have been one woman who has been creating and performing since I was eight years 
old. Now I teach as well. It's been hard to hear about how no art that is created by 
women is deemed valuable enough to be supported by the community, when I stand on 
stage and feel that indescribable connection to the humans in the audience and give with 
everything I have, and they receive it with enthusiasm. I am also lucky to have close 
friends that are supportive of me and my creativity. They have been to performances 
and would be able to tell you about dance and how it not only fits, but is a big part of 
the arts as a whole. How it allows for the appreciation that is desired by all artists. 
My art is just as important and it too, has gone unnoticed by so many, even those who 
are so dedicated to women and their art. If we are going to celebrate women, we need to 
seek out ALL of the ways in which they can contribute. Whether or not we're treated 
just like the "boys." What's important is the art and the expression itself, no matter what 
kind of body it came out of. If we are fearless in our artistic endeavors, the recognition 
is secondary (although it is very nice). Recognition does not determine the value of 
what is given. Genevieve made that clear in speaking of what she gave as a girlfriend 
"with the band." The same applies to our art. Recognition does not determine the value 
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woman incapacitated. She is 
not handicap or disabled. Not 
physically. 

The day of the sur- 
gery consisted of even more 
waiting. Hoping. Praying to a 
god that I doubt even exists. 
Waiting. 

The operation went 
as well as can be expected. 
Her breast was gone, a job 
well done. What's to say? 

The first time I 
changed the gauze, I nearly 
lost all composure. A big part 
of being a key player in o 
support system is being sup- 
portive. Encouraging. Opti- 
mistic. And I did the best I 
could but when all that re- 
mains of your mother's once 
quite large breast is a flap of 
skin, the optimism is hard to 
maintain. They had implanted 
a tube connected to a small 
decanter that would collect the 
bloody fluid that drained from 
the remaining flesh. I was 
responsible for emptying this 
container and changing her 
gauze. Keep in mind, I was 20 
years old, not a nurse, and this 
was no patient, this was my 
mother. 



In Short 



The place I once 
rested my head. The place I 
found comfort, where I felt 
protected, connected, loved, 
was gone. We mourned her 
breast. 

Soon after the sur- 
gery, chemotherapy (the use 
of chemical agents to prevent 
or treat disease) began. In 
other words, they inject poison 
into the patient, hoping it will 
kill the cancer before it kills 
the person. The treatments 
take hours. More waiting. 
Side effects ensue. Loss of 
appetite, exhaustion, nausea, 
and constant vomiting are just 
a few. Once again, the words 
themselves have no impact. 
The actuality is traumatic. 

Radiation began. 
During these treatments, five 
days a week, energy in the 
form of heat or light is di- 
rected at the affected area, 
causing skin irritation - 
basically, a severe sunburn. 

The treatments take 
their toll on the body and 
spirit of the patient. My 
mother, once an exuberant 
40+ year old, who walked our 
dog before work everyday, 



cooked dinner every night, and 
took trips on the weekend, 
rarely left her bed. Her face 
aged. She slouched. Her hair 
began to fall out. In an act of 
rebellion and liberation, we 
shaved her head. We made 
jokes. We laughed. But in- 
side, we were filled with fear, 
sadness, and dread for what- 
ever was to come next. 

During that time, we 
were constantly waiting for 
the next hurdle, the next ob- 
stacle to overcome. After 
months and months (what 
seemed like years and years) 
of treatments, she made it. 

SHE MADE IT! 

The cancer was 
gone. 

SHE KICKED ITS' 
FUCKING ASSI 

The cancer was 
gone. 

The cancer was 
gone. 

The cancer was 
gone. 

Approximately, 3 
years after she won her 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

fight... 

Everything had gone 
back to normal. I had gone 
back to taking life for granted. 
She had gone back to walking 
the dog before work each day. 
Until, she injured her hip. 
Months went by and it hadn't 
healed. Finally, her insurance 
(which, by the way, is fucking 
ridiculous- we need socialized 
medicine, people!) kicked in. 
She made an appointment with 
her oncologist. They per- 
formed tests. She had x-rays 
and CAT scans done and had a 
follow up appointment sched- 
uled. 

The phone rang at 
my apartment. 

"Babe, they moved 
my appointment up from Fri- 
day to tomorrow at 2, and 
from 2 to first thing in the 
morning." 

"What??? Why???" 

I tried to keep calm 
through the rest of our conver- 
sation, knowing damn well 
why they were calling her in a 
week early. It was back. God 
damn it. That god damn, fuck- 



In Short 



ing shit is back. 

I was up all night. 
Crying. Hoping that my fears 
were just irrational anxieties. 

Her and a friend 
picked me up the next morn- 
ing. I wore sunglasses to hide 
my swollen, red eyes, hoping 
to keep the optimistic front 
alive. We drove around collect- 
ing her x-rays and test results 
and ended up at the cancer 
center. 



room. 



Another waiting 

Waiting. 

Another examina- 
tion room. 

Waiting. 

Her oncologist en- 
tered the room, envelope in 
hand. He pulled out her x- 
rays, flicked a switch, and 
placed them up to the illumi- 
nated screen. 

Beads of sweat 
formed on my mother's fore- 
head. 



Isn't it?" 



"It's bad news. 



The doctor assured 



her that they would work 
through whatever problems 
they were confronted with, in 
time. TIME. He showed us an 
x-ray of her pelvic region, 
pointing out the dark mass in 
her hip joint. We compared 
the healthy joint to the af- 
fected. Yes, it was back. I 
shielded my eyes, lost compo- 
sure, lost the optimism, and 
left the room crying. 

I've come to believe 
strongly in saints. White lab 
coats. Clipboards. Scrubs. 

He scheduled her 
first radiation treatment. She 
started two days later. Two 
days. Chemotherapy began 
shortly thereafter. Once 
again, side effects ensued. 

Skin lacerations and 
severe irritation. 

Joint pain. 

Stomachaches. 

Canker sores. 

Nausea. 

Bleeding from vari- 
ous orifices. 

Wonderful. 

She completed her 
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Cuisine Art 

Miss ThviRght (Presents. . . 



Cut ahi into steaks about 
3/4 inch thick. Pepper and 
salt steaks and place in a 
baking dish (touching each 
other). Mix mayonnaise, 
onions, and crab together 
and spread over fish steaks. 
Spread crumbs evenly on 
top of fish steaks. Bake at 
350 degrees for approxi- 
mately 20 minutes. 

Crazy Coconut Rice 

2 cups basmati rice (white) 

1 cup water 

1 k cups lite coconut milk 

3/4 tsp. Cumin 

\ tsp. Cinnamon 

1/4 tsp. Cardamom 

Cooking spray to coat pan 

1 small red chili, seeded and 
minced 

1 carrot, cut julienne strips 

1 stalk lemon grass, cut into 

2 inch pieces 

\ tsp. Salt 

1 cup frozen peas 

toasted coconut 



Place rice in a large bowl 
and pour water and coconut 



milk over it. Stir and sei 
aside. In a large skillet, heat 
oil and saute cumin, cinna- 
mon, cardamom, and carrots 
over med-high heat for a 
minute. Stir in lemon grass, 
salt, and rice with soaking 
liquid. Bring to a boil, cover 
pan, reduce heat, simmer 
for 15 minutes. Stir in peas, 
cover and simmer another 5 
minutes. Remove lemon 
grass and garnish toasted 
coconut. 

HINT: To really make a 
statement, there is nothing 
like Tiki torches. You can 
find them at most home and 
garden stores, and often at 
discount stores. It is such 
fun to see your entrance lit 
up as your guests arrive in 
their white slacks, Hawaiian 
shirts, grass skirts, and 
coconut shells! A fun parting 
gift at this suare are Puka 
shell necklaces - try thrift 
stores! 



So the menu is planned 
and we need some music 
to "cut it up". The Blue 
Hawaii soundtrack is a 
classic. Elvis is the King, 
even in a pair of trunks 
on the shores of Hawaii. 



A couple of other reign- 
ing surf kings would of 
course be the Beach 
Boys and Jan and Dean. 
Don't be afraid to ask 
your parents - they will 
love it! Of course let's 
not leave out some more 
recent selections, namely 
The Blue Hawaiians and 
Deadbolt. Any of these 
selections will get your 
party a rockin'l 



One 
final tip 
before I 
go, net- 
ting is 

an inexpensive and fan- 
tastic way to transform 
a backyard BBQ into a 
tropical paradise. Good 
luck surf boys and girls! 
Let me know if your luau 
turns out to be "the big 
kahuna"! 




H 



¥ 



Toodles, 
Miss Twilight 



X 
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Miss TwiGght (Presents. . . 




A HUKI LAU 

Aloha! This tropical 
weather makes me want 
to throw on my sandals 
and some sunscreen, 
grab a beach towel and 
radio, pack a fabulous 
"luau" feast and meet all 
my friends at the shore. 
One might say, "Miss 
Twilight, what a hassle! I 
am not hauling my cook- 
ies all the way to the 
shore for some luau." My 
reply would simply be, 
you bring the poi and I'll 
bring the pig and we will 
do the "swim" in my 
backyard. 

I would like to 
share with you some Ha- 
waiian recipes, a few 
festive decorating tips 
and some music selec- 
tions to create your own 
fabulous summer luau!. 

Let's get this shin- 



dig going with a 
party pleaser... 



real 



Bid! *he R'P Curl Punch 
4 cups orange juice 
4 cups guava juice 
4 cups pineapple juice 
| cup grenadine, red 
1 cup ginger ale 
3 cups light rum 
| cup dark rum 

1. Chill the juicesl 

2. Just before serving, pour 
juices into a large bowl, add 
the grenadine, ginger ale, 
and light rum. 

3. Add cubed ice and stir. 

4. Float dark rum over 
punch; do not stir into the 
punch. 

5. Rip it up, Moondoggyl 

HINT: To create the illu- 
sion of the surrounding 
ocean, fill different shaped 
containers with water and 
floating candles. Flowers 
are another nice Hawaiian 
touch to have floating on 
the water! 

The distant beat of 




drums signal dinner is 
served, let's see what is on 
the menu... 



Lolo's Shrimp Pupu 

3 packages opae (dried 
shrimp) 

1 good size Maui onion 

2 tomatoes 

Soak opae in a bowl of 
water until soft; then drain. 
Dice tomato and onion. Com- 
bine with shrimp and add 
sugar, shoybi, and vinegar to 
taste. 

OhUlo! 

HINT: A fruit salad might 
also be another tasty treat. 
Why not hallow out a water 
melon, scallop the edge, and 
use as a festive bowl to 
entertain the natives! 

Baked Ah. 

2 lb. Block of ahi or mahi 

£ cup mayonnaise 

\ cup chopped round onions 

1 cup shredded or chopped 
imitation crab 

salt 

pepper 

\ cup bread crumbs 
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(Continued from page 6) 

16 prescribed radiation treat- 
ments. 

I have a guilt com- 
plex. More so this time, be- 
cause I am not there. I do not 
see it on a daily basis. There 
is distance. Three miles. 
Distance. In a way, I am 
thankful for that distance. And 
for that, I am ashamed. I was 
witness to all of this. I know 
"the drill". But I cannot watch 
it again. Not without distance. 
It sickens me. I disgust my- 
self. She's my mother. I 
should move back home. I 
should take care of her. I 
should be there. I should call 
more often. I should. 

Chemotherapy has 
been postponed several times. 
Her white and red blood cell 
counts have been low. The 
poison is killing the patient. 
It's killing the patient. It's 
killing my Mutti. And so, 
there's that old friend again, 
waiting. 

Waiting. 

I call her. She an- 
swers, her voice faint, ex- 



In Short 



hausted. My heart sinks to the 
pit of my stomach. 

"Hi Mommy, how 
are you feeling?" There's that 
optimistic front again. 

"Oh. Hi Babe. Not 
so good. I had chemo twice 
this week. Thursday and Fri- 
day." 

The conversation 
goes on for about 15 minutes. 
We discuss some of the reac- 
tions she's been having. 

"So, do you know if 
this is working?" 

"No, he waits until 
the treatments over." 

MORE WAITING. 

As we discuss her 
potentially fatal disease, as if 
it's yesterday's basketball 
gome, just another part of life, 
run of the mill shit, I find my- 
self folding into the chair. 
Weakening. 

The reality is a 
fucking nightmare. 

The reality is a 
fucking nightmare. 

The reality is I can- 
not accept that this is happen- 



ing. 

This cannot be hap- 
pening. 

Not the first time 
and definitely, not now. 

Not again. 

But I keep calm. 

I keep up the opti- 
mistic front. 

I keep drinking, 
hoping that I, too, can have a 
regular night out on the town. 
But all nights end the same. A 
swift change in my mood, my 
attempts at light-hearted fun 
turn to tears in a public rest- 
room, in on alley, on a stage. 
All my efforts in avoiding this 
fucking nightmare are worth- 
less. 

But I keep calm. 

I keep up the opti- 



mistic front. 



I keep hoping. 



WAITING. 



-Kandace Alistair 
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